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Manager’s Corner by Marlin McCormick

Welcome to the new year! January 1, 2009
marks the first day of the Farmers Elevator’s 90th cal-
endar year in business. The actual date of our found-
ing is June 6, 1919 which is noted in our commemorative
anniversary wall calendar that we have made available to
anyone who has asked during the past few weeks. We had
a lot of fun putting together this collage of old photos, cur-
rent pictures and tidbits of history about your cooperative
and our community. Itis our hope that you and your family
have found as much enjoyment from reading it as we had in
creating it! | cer-
tainly want to
give credit to
Lee & Kathy
Anderson and
Susan Buckman
down at A&S
Printing in Mon-
roe City for their
efforts in produc-
ing this calendar
for us! These
calendars are
still available.
Stay tuned for
more details about our anniversary celebration as the year
progresses. There is a rumor that we very likely may res-
urrect the old ‘fish fry’ at some point during the year!

We also wanted to mention that if you received a
patronage refund and/or a stock dividend check in 2008,
during the month of January you can expect to receive an
IRS form 1099 to include with your taxes for the past year.
We upgraded the program that produced those checks this
past year and we hope that you found the information
listed on the stub to be in a more legible and understand-
able form. If you have any questions about this, please
give us a call.

Thank you for your business —Ilooking forward to 2009/
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Blast From Our Past: Above is the logo from an old grain settle-
ment sheet from 1974. During 2009, we are looking for old photos,
calendars, paper items, etc. that have anything to do with the Farm-
ers Elevator. If you can help us out by simply loaning an item or
pointing us in the right direction we would appreciate it! Thank you.

Around the Saddlehorn by Mike Utterback, Asst.

We hope you all had a joyous Holi-
day Season! We certainlv did see a real
roller coaster ride in recent temperatures |
and winter storm activity! The recent
spring-like balmy
weather that moved
in on the last Satur-
day in December and spawned
tornadoes in the area gave us
an uneasy feeling with all we
endured in 06! Hopefully we
are better prepared.

Because of these changing temps and fluctuat-
ing humidity levels, | want to remind you that stored
grain is a /iving, breathing thing and it doesn’t recog-
nize thatitis in a bin vs. hanging out in the field on a
stalk beneath the sky. My point being, TAKE A LOOK
AT YOUR STORED GRAIN FREQUENTLY now and any
time that we have changeable weather. We encourage
you to monitor it for condition and quality! Here is
why— molds and fungi that are present on the grain at
harvest, are still present on the grain after it enters the
bin which can become a ‘greenhouse’. When given
optimum heat and moisture, these molds and fungus
can grow and crust over the top of bins, thus disallow-
ing any exchange of air in the bin. This lack of air can
allow the entire bin to become subject to
what we might call, a natural disaster!

You spent good money to raise and
harvest the grain, so Keep an eye on it!
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Crop Care by Gary Carr,

Agronomy Sales Manager

The New Year of 2009 is now upon
us! Thank goodness the year of 2008
has now
passed! | am
certain that
everyone has a ‘Wish List’
for the new year which includes items such as
HIGHER YIELDS—MORE PROFIT and quite
possibly, moderate rainfall. As far as our services
go, we cannot help much in the area of RAIN-
FALL. But when it comes to the HIGHER
YIELDS and MORE PROFIT, WE CAN DO!!
GOLDEN HARVEST SEED CORN
CRUISERMAXX NK SOYBEAN SEED
SYNGENTA CHEMICALS

QUADRIS & QUILT FUNGICIDE
MICRO-NUTRIENTS

soybeans

Global Starvation: An article in a recent issue of Feedstuffs Foodlink’s e-
newsletter says the number of hungry people has risen to 963 million people
globally. According to the article, “Another 40 million people have been
pushed into hunger this year primarily due to higher food prices, according to
preliminary estimates by Food & Agriculture Organization.

Variable Rate Technology for
FERTLIZER & LIME.

Give us a call for a more prof-
itable NEW YEAR! Thank you!
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i FARMERS

ELEVATOR & EXCHANGE

Serving Agriculture Since 1919

WE CAN
HELP YOU:

*Increase forage digestibility
* Enhance rumen function

*Provide economical protein
& energy supplementation

*Improve body condition
*Reduce labor cost
*Provide convenient lick
tank feeding

Call us today for
Quality Liquid

Feeds! QLF

QUALITY LIQUID
FEEDS

From The Feed Bag

by Ron Dean, Livestock Consultant

That Twine Ain’t Feed

During most years when winter comes, so does snow and ice. And snow
and ice often lead to feeding hay. And feeding hay means work. To lighten the work
load feeding hay, we often take short cuts and leave some twine or net wrap on the
bales or even plastic cover that was used on the hay. And whether we want them to or
not, animals that are fed that hay often eat at least some of that twine or net wrap.

So, what happens to twine that's eaten? Well, some of it passes completely
through the digestive tract and ends up in the manure. But a large amount of it can end
up as a tangled up ball that gets stuck in the rumen, especially the plastic twine.

Dr. Dee Giriffin, veterinarian in Clay Center at the Great Plains Veterinary Edu-
cational Center, recently discovered a large twine mass in a feedlot heifer. He asked
other veterinarians how frequently they find twine in the rumen of dead cattle. Their
response suggested that it is quite common but it usually isn’t a serious problem. How-
ever, in large amounts the twine could limit intake by occupying space in the rumen
and it might aggravate other illnesses or health conditions and on occasion causes
obstruction so severe as to cause death.

So what should you do? First, remember that it doesn’t appear to be a health
concern very often. Still, it might be wise to remove as much twine, especially plastic
twine, as can be removed easily from bales before feeding. Twine in ground hay may
be less of a problem since more of it is likely to pass completely through the animal.
Think about how shortcuts and work-reducing actions you take this winter might affect

During January, save

i 5S%onalllivestock :
i equipment, gates, wire, :
i posts and hay feeders in :
: stock! ]
Come see us today!

Farmers Elevator & Exchange Co.
P.O. Box 7
Monroe City, Missouri 63456

Got Range Tubs?

We have a special on
24-5 Protein Tubs!

RANGE TUBS

| Only $39.99
Per 200 # tub
January Spec'\a\'. Save
506 on 19 _bu. ngr
Feeders with orae
for 3ton of complete .
cattle feed! A~ — .

| Open 7:30-5:00 M-F
Open 7::30-noon Sat.

Don't forget to feed the dogs & cats &
the horses during the cold winter
weather! See us for all kinds of Red
Flannel, Exclusive, Purina, and Alliance

Nutrition brand products!

Farmers Elevator
& Exchange Co.
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