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Most all of the spring calves have been weaned, and the cows put on fall pasture. This is the perfect
MM‘ time to make sure these cows and bulls are getting back in top condition for next springs calf crop and
=t/ ¥ breeding season. Putting condition on these cows seems to be an effortless job, but how do you know
when they have reached the right condition. A system commonly used by many cattle producers is
BODY SCORI NG. This system is basically a way to vi suall
according to their rating. The system ranks body condition from a score of 3 to 9 with a 6 score being the desired rating
at calving time. A body score of 3 is an extremely thin animal while a score of 9 is an obese animal. Hopefully most all of
the animals in your herd would score from 5 to 6. It is not unusual for a cow to lose one body score during her lactation
phase especially if she spent part of her summer on a mature fescue pasture. So how do you score your cows? A cow
with a body score of 6 has a good smooth appearance throughout. She will have some fat deposit in the brisket and over
the tail head. She will also have good cover over her ribs and her back will appear rounded. Conversely a cow with a
body score of 5 will be moderately thin with the rear 2 or 3 ribs showing. There will little fat in the brisket or over the ribs
or around of the tail head. | have pictures and descriptions of the Body Scoring System, and will be glad to share them
with anyone interested in learning how to use the system.
Now is a good time to body score your herd because you still have 60 to 90 days to get thin cows in to a 6 score if need

be. A cow with a 6 Body Score at calving will be able to provide enough milk to wean a
quality calf, and be able to breed back
tle prices that will put extra money
in your pocket!!!

As a rule of thumb a cow needs
to put on 80 to 90 pounds to move
from a 5 score to a 6 score. To
add this amount of weight you
must feed enough extra ration to
supply an additional .2 Ibs of

Crude Protein and 1.8# of TDN

(based on a 1,100 |Ib cow) per day over her maintenance require- vJ“Illl vm.l"\vJ"“
ment. Good stockpiled fescue pasture can go a long way toward
supplying these additional nutrients, but almost always supplemental
protein and energy sources must be provided. Farmers Elevator &

Exchange has products from Purina Mills , Quality Liquid Feed ,
and Alliance Nutrition that will supply that needed extra protein and

energy to get your cows to a 6 score. Happy Holidays to you and to

Orawling With Fats

Thank you you for attending our d@vorming clinic in mid-
November! Results of the samples collected
showed some fairly high levels of internal

parasites in cattle not treated with Safe
o q YOUrS. | _.Guard Dewormer. We carry and
A Thank | recommend
< |\ You. | Safe - Guard Dewormer
® with Fenbendazole

KILLS INTERNAL PARASITES FAST!
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Ma n a g eGQo@es by Marlin McCormick

Each year of my life seems to go faster
and faster and this one has been no excep-
tion. | do believe, however, that the memories
of the challenges of row crop and livestock produc-
tion agriculture in 2009 will linger longer than some. |
have been around for 4 score and 14 years and have
managed in 3 states in the past 30 years but | may
have never withessed an entire year with the moisture
issues we endured in 2009. Many acres of corn were
replanted last spring and that has added to our har-
vest dilemma. However, in talking to producers re-
cently, the replanted corn allowed for good popula-
tion that yielded good bushels! We have been blessed
with bountiful yields and we have heard of no serious
farm accidents locally. For this we are very thankful!

FromSalt River ShopperNovember 1, 1973

According to Walter L. Mudd, Manager of Farmers
Elevator & Exchange Co. of Monroe City, over 120,000
bushels of soybeans have been stored in this 250,000

bushel capacity elevator this season. Mudd said only
very few beans have been sold at the elevator and that
most farmers were storing beans in speculation that

prices will rise during the winter months.

In reading the November 1, 1973 issue of the
Salt River Shopper_, we read that farmers around Mon-
roe City were pleased with the soybean harvest in
1973 also! We want to thank Hilda Wilson for saving
this paper and Glen Wilson for bringing it by! We are
thankful also that the old
(shown in this file photo) has been replaced because
its capacity could not have kept up with the amount of
wet corn that we were faced with in the 2009 harvest!
2010 looks to be interesting for both crop and
livestock producers. It sort of reminds me of that old
song with lyrics..... iMama never said
If only she would take my hand and show me what to
d o . Unfortunately Mama is not going to show us what
todo. Bottomlineis it he worl d wants
not spend time whining about 2009. Start planning for
2010! Thank you for your patience. Our prayer is for
peace as we wish all of you a Merry Christmas !

Holiday Hours of Business - Please Make a Note of This

Dec. 24 Christma$ Bieeare Open until 12 noon. Order feed
delivery on Saturday, Dec. 26.

Dec. 25 Christmas\Wayare Closed all day.

Dec. #6ffice open until 12 noon. Feed mill will be delivering
feed by 10 AM for delivery on Mon. Dec. 28.

>mk ( é - + éiHDor bésiBass izQhdn @lldaymOrder fee
for delivery on Sat. Jan. 2.
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Sat. January 2, @0ffze is Open until 12 noon. Feed mill will
ering feed. Order feed by 10 AM for delivery on Mon. January
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Marlin and Virgil Miller at the Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting Held On November 19
The90"Annual Stockholdersé
tor & Exchange Company of Monroe City was held at 6:00 PM
on Thursday evening, November 19, 2009 in the cafeteria of
the Monroe City R -1 High School. Following the invocation
by Fr. Don Antweiler, a dinner was served by the Holy Ro-
sary PTO to the 87 people in attendance that included stock-
holders, employees and guests of the Farmers Eleva-
tor. Board President Greg Drebes conducted the business
meeting that followed the dinner.  Phil Thompson gave the
nominating committee report and Jerry Copenhaver and Matt
Hays were both re -elected as members of the Board of Direc-
tors for a 3-year term. Other directors currently serving on
the Board of Directors include David Moss, Carl Thompson,
Tony Griffin and Floyd Buckman. During the meeting, Gen-
eral Manager Marlin McCormick presented retiring em-
ployee Virgil Miller with a clock and thanked him for his 9
| years of service. Patronage refund checks, dividend checks
and equity retirement checks were distributed to the stock-
holders prior to the meeting.  The financial report was given
by Mike Regan an auditor with the firm of Bergan, Paulsen,
CPADBds and Cdmesnedtng amldgdsvith a power
point pictori al review of t
year which included its celebration of 90 years in business.
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