
   
    

It’s been the type of winter we were hoping not 
to see—periods of wet, 10 days of fog, 2 weeks 
with no sunshine, followed by more wet, and roller coaster 
temps—-that all leads to issues with stored grain and ground 
conditions!  We urge you to keep an eye on the stored corn 

especially because it will not remain in condition without your help.  We 
have been operating our dryer through all of January and we urge you to 
move wet corn now before spring comes!  And as far as ground condi-
tions go, little fertilizer moved last fall.  Icy rivers + big demand= possible 
tight availability of fertilizer in spring. We are looking for opportunities to 
get on the ground with our dry fertilizer equipment.  For any ground you 

need to fertilize and that we can travel across without ruts, we are of-
fering a $1.00 per acre discount to custom apply before March 15!  

                                  Donõt Shoot The Messenger 
While eating breakfast at my 

kitchen table early on the morning of 
February 2nd,  I turned on the TV and at 
first thought I was watching the old movie Ground Hogôs 

Day.  I soon realized there was no Bill Murray and then 
knew it was the actual live news coverage of the real Ground 
Hogôs Day festivities up in Punxsutawney, PA!  After Phil saw 

his shadow and the decree came down to tell all who were listen-
ing that winter would last for another 6 weeks, the man simply 
said, ñAnd donôt shoot the messenger!ò   I would assume that was 
said due to the fact that in many parts of the US it has been a 
lengthy winter.  As I finished breakfast I thought about how that 
phrase fits here at the Farmers Elevator.  In fact maybe we should 
get a banner up to proclaim, óDonôt shoot the messengerô.  Why?  
Well, because we donôt always get to tell folks what they want to 
hear.  It is our intention to be honest with you and to explain to 
you the facts no matter what the subject.  And sometimes we are 
unpopular.  Take for instance the corn harvested since last Sep-
tember that carried up to 20% moisture throughout January. Eve-
ryone expected 14% by late October!  Recently we had samples 
of corn that producers claim was drier when they binned it than it 
is now!  No one likes to hear that!  And we have had some mem-
bers who became upset about a notice we mailed recently in re-
gard to grain sold here last year. No one wanted to see that either.  
But the truth is, the IRS changed the rules that caused us to send 
this notice.  We were just the messenger.  I ask you to do as just 
like the man at Punxsutawney said on the news, ñPlease donôt 
shoot the messengerò because our employees are trying to do the 
job we were hired forð-to be honest and upstanding with you 
member/owners of this business that has been a part of this com-
munity for over 90 years.  We strive to bring you the products and 
services you want while we remain in compliance with those enti-
ties including the USDA, DOT, EPA, DNR, Missouri Dept. of Ag, 
IRS and so on who regulate our activities and see to it that you 
get a fair shake.   Please have a safe winterééé. 
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OH YES ï Winter showed 

up  in force the first week of January 2010. 

Starting the year with sub-zero temperatures, 

snow and a strong north wind just like in the 

old days before global warming. Yours truly 

and  wife (Linda) got to take a nice trip to 

sunny and refreshing Omaha, Neb. (seed 

meeting) the first of January, what a trip, -20 

degrees, NW winds 35 ï 50 mph, blowing 

snow and black ice covering  I- 29 at St. Joseph. Even with 

weather conditions as they were the time in Omaha was well 

spent, Golden Harvest preview their lineup  of new products for 

the next couple years, Viptera (multi-pest complex trait) will 

control a very wide array of above ground insects, earworm 

being one of them, available hopefully this  spring , Enogen  

corn (amylase corn) for the use in ethanol production, already 

marketed in the western corn belt, Drought tolerant corn or wa-

ter optimizing corn, being plotted this year out west available in 

2011. The future holds a lot of promise , Viptera being one of 

the very bright spots for Golden Harvest (Syngenta) Seeds, this 

trait will add bushels per acre, MORE BUSHELS = MORE 

DOLLARS. 

  FARMERS ELEVATOR would like to thank all those who 

attended our Jan. 21 Agronomy meeting  what a great turn out, 

THANK YOU ALL. Brad Koch and Celeste Eaton presented  a 

lot of useful  information on growing Hi-Yield soybeans. Just a 

little note on that , most of the data used in the presentation is 

data collected in this area from local producers , your neighbors. 

This program is being presented all across the Midwest by 

Golden Harvest and Syngenta.  We (our producers) have had 

some outstanding yields following this program , letôs keep 

moving forward with this program to higher yielding soybeans, 

  FUNGICIDES --- Quadris and Quilt are on sale in February,  

Quadris is being offered  with a $100 discount and Quilt with a 

$45 discount per gallon  thru February 28!     

 Do not miss this opportunity  to purchase your fungi-

cides at a tremendous savings.  And itôs Not Too 

Lateð>FARMERS ELEVATOR  continues to have a good 

supply of HI-YIELDING  Golden Harvest Seed Corn 

and NK Soybean Seed.   

If you want CRUISERMAXX-treated soybeans,  

we need to order in February in order  

to insure availability.      
 

Finally, Make note to self:  

THERE ARE LESS THAN  60  DAYS TILL  APRIL  1st—IF 
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(Mike contôd) LET US SPREAD NOW AND YOU  

SAVE $ AND TIME IN THE SPRING!!  

Crop Notes  
byGary Carr 

http://www.nk-us.com/maxtech/rrsoybeans/
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or abnormal feathering, undernourished appearance, low pro-
ductioncoat poor production efficiency, impaired reproduction 
and/or a mixed infectious disease profile. Mycotoxins can in-
crease incidence of disease and reduce production efficiency. 
Some of the symptoms observed with a mycotoxicosis may 
therefore be secondary, resulting from an opportunistic disease, 
present because of mycotoxin-induced immune suppression.  
 The best strategy for post-harvest control of mycotoxins 
is proper storage and handling of feedstuffs to prevent condi-
tions conducive to fungal growth. Temperature, water activity 
and insects are the factors most closely associated with my-
cotoxin formation in storage. Management strategies also in-
clude: mycotoxin analysis of feedstuffs, diversion of contami-
nated lots; treatments to reduce mold growth, dilution and treat-
ments to reduce mycotoxin levels.  Research is progressing in 
discovery of methods to protect animals from mycotoxin expo-
sure and their toxicity. Physical separation by cleaning or 
screening grains can be helpful.  A microbial detoxification 
method has been identified where a species of rumen bacterium 
(BBSH 797) was isolated that has the ability to biotransform 
trichothecenes, rendering them nontoxic . While field studies 
have suggested that the microbial product used as a feed addi-
tive can protect growing pigs from the effects of DON, more con-
trolled research using naturally contaminated feeds have pro-
duced imperfect results Ammoniation of grains can destroy 
some mycotoxins, but there is not a practical method to treat 
forages. Adsorbent materials such as silicate clays (bentonites 
and others), activated carbons or beta-glucan polymers can 
reduce the effects of mycotoxins  
 Currently we are monitoring the grains we receive and 
send to the feed mill and the premixes we use in swine diets at 
Farmers Elevator contain binders designed to regulate the my-
cotoxins.  We work with suppliers and industry nutrition folks 
who help us stay on top of these issues.  Call for more details. 

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F 
Open 7:30ð Noon Sat. 

 

 

 
 
 
ASK  ABOUT  OUR  BIRD  &  FEED  SPECIAL: 

¶ Weôre putting our best foot forward this 
yearðNO Fry Pan Specialsðfor broilers-
just good JUMBO CORNISH 
CROSS MEAT BIRDS & our Best 
Nutrition !! 

*All orders due by March 9! 
Call or stop by for details. 

Why the concern about Mycotoxins in Feeds?  

The issues with the corn raised in 2009 continue.  
A lot more concerns have been raised of late about 

the presence of MYCOTOXINS which are toxic secondary metabo-
lites produced by fungi (molds). Only some molds produce my-
cotoxins and they are referred to as toxigenic. There are hundreds 
of mycotoxins known, but few have been extensively researched 
and even fewer have good methods of analysis available. The 
primary classes of mycotoxins are aflatoxins of which aflatoxin B1 
(AFB1) is the most prevalent, zearalenone (ZEA), trichothecenes 
ð primarily deoxynivalenol (DON) and T-2 toxin (T-2)ð fumonis-
ins, ochratoxins (OTA) and the ergot alkaloids. A practical defini-
tion of a mycotoxin is a fungal metabolite that causes an undesir-
able effect when animals or humans are exposed. Usually, expo-
sure is through consumption of contaminated feedstuffs or foods. 
Mycotoxicoses are diseases caused by exposure to foods or feeds 
contaminated with mycotoxins. The Fusarium species are impor-
tant plant pathogens that can proliferate pre-harvest, but continue 
to grow post-harvest.  In corn, Fusarium molds are associated with 
ear rot and stalk rot.  
Mycotoxin effects- The potentially harmful effects of feeding 
moldy grain and foods has been known for many years, yet my-
cotoxicology,  really began in 1960 with the outbreak of Turkey-X 
disease in the U.K.  Mycotoxins exert their effects through several 
mechanisms: (1) intake reduction or feed refusal, (2) alteration 
in nutrient content of feed and in nutrient absorption and metabo-
lism, (3) effects on the endocrine and exocrine systems, (4) sup-
pression of the immune system, (5) antibiotic effects and (6) cellu-
lar death.  In the field, animals experiencing a mycotoxicosis may 
exhibit a few or many of a variety of symptoms, including: diges-
tive, disorders, reduced feed consumption, unthriftiness, rough hair  

APRIL 8th APRIL 8th  

Cattlemen Special 

24 -5 protein tubs  
Only $45.99  
(Cash & Carry)  

From the Feed Bag by Ron Dean, 
    Livestock Consultant 

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/36fe/0/0/%2a/p;122461355;0-0;1;13476852;3454-728/90;22753481/22771364/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp:/www.gallagherusa.com
http://www.cattlenutrition.com/default.aspx

