
 Winter it definitely here!  Snow covers fall pastures and now you must rely on your hay to supply your 
cowsô forage needs. In a recent article Targeting Cowherd Supplemental Needs, Dr. Cathy Bandyk,  Cow/
calf Product Mgr. for QLF sums up the reason for using QLF products.  When hay is less than 8% crude 
protein, (typical of fescue hay in our area), HAY ALONE WILL NOT MEET THE COWS NUTRITIONAL 

NEEDS TO PRODUCE A HEALTHY CALF AND HAVE ENOUGH MILK TO FEED THIS CALF PROPERLY.  

     Cowherd nutrition directly impacts calf performance, reproductive efficiency, and herd health. At the same time, feed 
typically represents 50-75% of cow/calf production costs. A key management goal, then, must be to match nutrient supply 
to cow requirements, while striving to maximize returns on this investment. The forage portion of a diet is typically dictated 
by what is currently available, either in the field or pasture, or harvested and stored from the previous season. Therefore, 
feeding management focuses on matching the right supplement to available forages, in order to meet requirements for 
desired production. 
     An underlying goal, in most situations, is to maximize utilization of available forage. In other words, supplementation 
programs need to be developed that allows the cow to meet as many of her needs as possible with low-cost forage. The 
ñrightò supplement can achieve this by stimulating both increased intake and digestion of low or moderate-quality rough-
ages. Cows then get more protein and energy from the forage, plus specific needed nutrients directly from the supplement. 
 The ñRightò Supplement 

A review of published research shows that ñhigh proteinò (i.e., containing 20% crude 
protein) will boost voluntary intake of low-quality (<8% CP) forages AN AVERAGE OF 
40%. The study at the right illustrates a typical response. 
     Protein supplementation allows the cow to consume more hay PLUS it can also let 

her get more good out of each bite she does 
eat. The data to the left comes from a group of 
1200-lb cows, consuming a low-quality prairie hay, offered free choice.  
  ñProteinò Supplements vs. ñEnergyò Supplements 

A couple pounds of corn may be an easy way to boost a cowôs energy intake.  
However, such high-starch supplements cannot trigger the same desirable in-
creases in forage intake and digestion. And when fed at higher levels - - say more 

than four or five pounds per day with a forage-based diet ï forage utilization is significantly decreased. In fact, energy sup-
ply from hay or grazing may be reduced enough to more than offset the direct energy contribution of the grain. However, 
the energy density of a ñproteinò protein supplement can be effectively increased with sugar, or soluble fiber sources. Sup-
plying these readily-available carbohydrates, WITH THE NEEDED PROTEIN, can further stimulate the microbial fermenta-
tion that leads to increased intakes and digestion. Improvement in overall nutrition is reflected in calf performance! 
     QLF LIQUID SUPPLEMENTS for beef cows are designed to complement forage-based diets. 

Relatively high in protein, they are formulated with rumen-degradable CP sources. This includes a 
mix of NPN and ñtrue proteinsò, as well as the sugar energy supplied by molasses. These supple-
ments are commonly offered free choice, bringing the producer convenience, flexibility, and often an 
economic advantage.  Call us today to discuss the supplement program for your herd!  

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F  

Open 7:30-noon Sat.  
From The Feed Bag  
by Ron Dean, Livestock Consultant 

 BLESSED NEW YEAR!  
  
 As usual, I was excited to drive up to our 
familyõs farm in west-central Illinois on Christmas 
Day to celebrate our Saviorõs birth in the old 
farmhouse with my dad and step mom.  Oh what 
fun it may have been to ride and sing in a one -
horse open sleigh but on that day, the comfort of 
our modern automobile felt pretty good!  Along 
the way we had to ford water that was running 
out of a field onto the blacktop roadway as a re-
sult of heavy rains that had recently fallen on 
saturated land.   It was quite odd to see this!  
 I have never been one for making lots of 
New Yearõs resolutions or predictions of the fu-
ture.  How could anyone have said a year ago that 
we would see all that we experienced in Midwest-
ern agriculture during 2009?   I heard on KRES 
Radio in late December that our area has re-
ceived over 110 inches of rainfall since the end of 
2007!  Unbelievable and out of our control!
 At this writing we have already experi-
enced  some ôbelow zeroõ temperatures in the 
New Year which may be good for the soil for the 
coming yearõs crop.  At yearõs end we continued 
to receive 20% moisture corn being harvested!   
This seems almost unbelievable too.  
 It seems as I grow older I look for positive 
things to focus on in these Missouri winters.  The 
sun that shone brightly around the New Year was 
something to be thankful for!   Even though many 
folks do not care for winter weather, it goes with 
the territory.  I have a number of farmer -friends 
who use hunting as an appreciation for nature in 
winter and they develop a love of the land that 
serves their occupation.  I find that looking for 
things to appreciate  about winter is less stressful 
than looking for  more things to complain about ñ 
many of which we cannot control anyway.   
 Focusing on something we can control, 
you know the year 2009 marked our companyõs 
90th anniversary and we thank you for your par-
ticipation!  It just happens that the year 2010 
marks the 50th anniversary of the construction of 
the concrete elevator here at Farmers Elevator!  I 
have already spoken with a couple of  men who 
were a part of the process .  We would love to 
hear stories from anyone who was involved in any 
way with the planning, financing and/or construc-
tion of the facility back in the year 1960.    
 If you know of any photos  taken during 
the construction or know who may, we would like 
to print those in the newsletter for others to en-
joy.   We have also talked about a reunion of the 
workers who were involved!  Wonõt you help us 
celebrate this in the New Year?  Thank you!  
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Around the 
Saddlehorn 
by Mike  
Utterback.     As 
you all know, 
the year 2009 
could be 
called 
óunusualô!  
Then some-
one asked 
recently, what 
in fact is 
óusualô?  Well, 
as we see it at 
Farmers Ele-
vator, our team likes to plan for usual or normal and then we take our 
years of experience and make decisions that will benefit you, our pa-
trons, in the unusual or abnormal times.  We are planning right now for 
ways to get the fertility and planting season underway.  If the weather 
does break, we want to have the opportunity to aid you in getting started 

on the 2010 crop year as early as possible!  We realize there are a lot of 
issues with ruts and wet holes etc., but 2010 planting season is coming!   

We thank you for your business in the year 2009! 
 Please monitor all stored grain in bins on the farm.  The up and 
down temps along with the humidity and moisture are a breeding grounds 

for issues of keeping stored grain in good condition.  Spoilage and 

heating in 

stored grains 

are detected by 

the presence of 

certain distin-

guishing fea-

tures, by regu-

lar environ-

mental monitor-

ing, and by de-

tailed examina-

tion of samples. 

Some distinguishing features, for example, melted snow on roofs 

and putrefactive odors, permit recognition of very advanced 

stages of spoilage and heating, whereas others, such as carbon 

dioxide levels slightly above those present in ambient air, permit 

recognition of the early stages or even incipient spoilage. Be safe!  

 

I never saw a purple cow,  
I never hope to see one.  
But I can tell you anyhow,  
Iõd rather see than be one! 
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Managerôs Corner   by  Marlin McCormick  

Drying corn on New Yearõs Eve day 

Mike discusses 2010 needs with patron George 

Hawker on New Yearôs Eve day. 

What does our grain dryer and the           

Energizer bunny have in commonð-    

Answer: They are both óstill goingôééé... 

Farmers Elevator & Exchange Co. 

P.O. Box 7     

Monroe City, Missouri 63456 

 

Figure 15 �± Potential hazards created by bridging: A, moldy grain causes a 

bridge to form before unloading; B, air space is created as loading begins; C, 

air space remains after unloading stops (after Univ. of Kentucky 1984).  
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