[image: image1.png]léarmers 4
ooperative
g Asso%iation



Ampride  -  Alta Vista  –  Manhattan  –  Onaga  -  Westmoreland 
[image: image2.jpg]


 537-3635      499-6321        776-9467        889-4226       457-3671
[image: image3.jpg]$



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



www.manhattan.coop
BOARD MEMBERS
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Hal Mayer – Chairperson
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Eugene Berges – Vice Chair

Allan Wegner - Secretary

Tony Akin

David Cederberg

Tom Ebert

Allan Holiday

Stan Moore
Glen Swartz

GENERAL MGR
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Darin Marti

AGRONOMY

Ken Diehl

CFO

Tony Hieger
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ELEVATOR/FEEDMILL

Rob Ashburn

ENERGY

Jared (Jerry) Fenske

FEED
Rod Bohn
GRAIN

Doug Biswell
SEED

John Watts

LOCATION MGRS

Alta Vista – Matt Marshall

Onaga – Robby McGowan

Ampride – 
        Jared (Jerry) Fenske
Westmoreland – 
          Jeff Overbey
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Our Mission:

To be your business of choice, meeting customer needs,
 and growing a viable,
            progressive company.
“In Business

                 For Your Business”
There is no time more fitting to say “Thank You” and to wish you a
Merry Christmas and a New Year of health, happiness and prosperity.
~ Seasons Greetings ~

Farmers Coop Association Staff
.


Come check out our selection of the many different styles we have on hand.  Would make     an excellent Christmas idea!
‘2011’

  FARMERS COOP CALENDARS
AVAILABLE @ ALL LOCATIONS
~ FEED STORE ~

For your animal needs – we offer small square bales of alfalfa, prairie hay, and straw. 
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Let us help you with your winter melt down; available at all locations is Thrive Ice Melt. 

  • Acts fast on both ice and snow

  • Will not harm quality, air- 

                        entrained concrete

  • Contains top quality, fast-
                         acting ingredients

  • Formulated to be 
               environmentally friendly

  • Easy to apply
 
A blended de-icer containing potassium  chloride, sodium chloride, cal​cium chloride and/or magnesium chloride, with the  capability  to  melt down  to -15° F.    
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Safety – Jeff Eubanks

 It happened to more than 9,000 Kansas drivers last year, killing at least five of them -- the most in ten years. 


Deer on rural roadways is a common danger across the country. Many driver's will hit at least one in their lifetimes. But in Kansas, the numbers may surprise you.

 
Last year, 9,417 drivers hit deer on Kansas roads. The Kansas Highway Patrol estimates that's almost one deer every hour of every day. Total damages climbed above $61,000,000 for Kansas drivers. That is $6477 per vehicle or per deer. 

 
Authorities are warning drivers to be extra cautious typically November and December see the highest number of deer-car strikes.


Statewide in 2007, almost one in eight car accidents involved deer. The KHP says that's almost three times the number of accidents involving drunk drivers.


The most populated areas of the state recorded the most hits. Johnson County recorded 375 deer accidents. Sedgwick County was a very close second at 357 accidents.


Despite the numbers, deer account for only 3% of all accidents in these two counties. Statewide, the average is 13%.


But if you travel north to Jewell County, authorities say be extra careful. Although there were only a total of 136 accidents in Jewell County last year, 96 of them - or 70% - involved a deer.


 For about $6, you can buy what's called a "Deer Whistle" at many stores, including Wal-Mart. The small 
device attaches to the bumper of your car.

As you drive, manufacturers say the funnel-shaped whistle emits a super-sonic sound that frightens deer away from the roads.
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Officers say the worst deer accidents involve drivers who swerve to avoid the deer. In most instances, it's best if you strike the animal. Authorities say slamming on the brakes and swerving can send a driver off the road or into oncoming traffic, resulting in more serious injuries.
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IS NOW OFFERING
HERCULES TIRES

L]

==HERCULES TIRES.

The XXL scooping tread lugs give the Trail Digger maximum traction in mud, gravel and sand

Pinned for studs

STRONG-GUARD 3 PLY Technology provides a 3 ply sidewall conisting
of a HEAVY DUTY carcass with two radial poly body plies and one
angled poly body ply to resist impact breaks, bruising and puctures.

¢: : AND IN PETERSON'S 4 WHEEL & OFF-ROAD MAGAZINE
oUTEOR AND TOYOTA 4WD OWNER MAGAZINE

CALL
785-457-3671

FOR PRICE AND AVAILABILTY





        Energy Department – Jerry Fenske

                         All of the Farmers Coop Association fuel locations have winter diesel available.  All locations are pumping a 50/50 blend.   Our Manhattan Ampride location has two different winter blends.  One diesel pump is dispensing 50% #1 diesel combined with 50% #2 diesel.  The other pump is dispensing Roadmaster premium diesel combined with an anti-gel additive.  We are offering two different products this year because of #1 availability and #1 price.  For the past couple of weeks there have been refinery shortages on #1 diesel which has made it a little hard to buy.  The shortages have caused the prices to be unusually high and so far we have not seen the prices come back down.  We will continue offering a true 50/50 blended diesel for those who want it and an additive injected product for people only concerned with price.  Please call me if you have any questions regarding this issue.   Thank you for your support.

MANAGEMENT NOTES
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By Darin Marti


FALL HARVEST:  Can you remember a year when we had such a long spell of warm dry weather as we had this fall?  It certainly allowed fall harvest to progress at a stable pace instead of having to sneak some harvest days in between rains.  It still took 2 months for our receipts to come in.


Overall, our receipts were slightly below the five year average.  Most years, one of the main challenges during fall harvest is shipping grain fast enough.  With reduced receipts, additional bin space and the flexibility to bag grain as we needed, we shipped very little grain this fall.  Our goal was to hang on to all we could and end harvest with our elevators full.  By strategically moving some grain between branches, we were able to end harvest nearly full.  We filled 18 – 20 bags compared to 35 last year.
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FINANCIALLY:  Through ten months this year, your cooperative is again having a profitable year.  Barring something unforeseen, I am optimistic that the yearend financial statements will look good also.  Sales volume is up in most all categories and service income is holding steady compared to last year.  My guess is that local income will be similar to last year.
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GRAIN POLICY:  Grain price volatility has certainly been higher over the past 5 years and seems to have stepped it up a notch in the last 6 months.  Some days, it is almost a challenge to keep grain sold up as fast as you can buy it in order to avoid a market loss.  To protect themselves, some elevators will not purchase grain unless the futures market is trading.  Your coop as been purchasing grain anytime someone is there to answer the phone and take a sell order.  Effective several weeks ago, we made the decision to change our policy and will now purchase grain 8 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday.  This is not a big change in policy but may be just enough to help us reduce some market risk.  We certainly appreciate your understanding to this policy change.
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FERTILIZER PRICING:  Not much has changed with fertilizer prices.  They are still going up!  Supply is still reasonably tight and demand still good.  Yes, some of the supply issues are manmade but not much we can do about that.  Manufacturers have learned to watch grain prices and they know where breakeven prices are so they price fertilizer accordingly.  We will continue to preach that new crop grain sales should be done at the same time you purchase your inputs for the crop so that you are not left with high input costs and low grain prices to sell into.  
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THANK YOU:  I certainly want to thank each of you for helping to make this a successful year for your cooperative.  Without your support this business will not survive.  I appreciate the opportunity to work for you and look forward to a successful new year.   

GRAIN COMMENTS - By Doug Biswell


We experienced a set back in the grain markets during the month of November.  The nearby highs in the futures market were set around the date of the November crop report.  Fundamentals would say that we not only test those recent highs but also exceed them through the late winter and early spring.  We are setting up for another acreage battle, not unlike what we have seen in the recent years.  Supplies are tight and demand continues to be very robust.  We have not seen such tight supplies for corn in particular since the mid nineties.  Export demand continues to be large – one wild card may be the continuation of the ethanol blenders’ credit which if not passed should affect our domestic demand.  Looking at the soybean market however we have been without a bio-diesel credit for almost a year and it has not had seemed to have much affect on the price of beans.  This has been mostly a product of the continued fantastic export demand.  End users are buying breaks in these markets.  The fact that futures have not just continued to race higher has given feeders and users a chance to buy this is good for a continued strong demand picture.  We are not just running folks out of business because they cannot afford the products needed to feed their industries.  Wheat has been a follower lately and is in the best shape fundamentally.  With the early fall harvest the United State’s ability to plant wheat was taken advantage of by growers.  I have mentioned this many times in my commentary but if you have a price target in mind call me and let me know.  The fluctuations in prices have been wild and I do not see that changing so call me and give me price orders.  Thank you for your patronage.

                   Views from the Field

by Mike Thompson

Agronomy Production Specialist
 / Certified Crop Advisor


December is here and soon it will be 2011. Have you decided on what you are going to plant next year? Most producers that I visit with have a good idea on what they plan to plant for 2011, but there are a few that have some decisions to make over the next few months. The volatility in the markets and the high cost of inputs sure take the “fun” out of growing crops for some. Need help in your decision making? Stop by the COOP and visit with the Agronomy and Grain Departments to review crop input costs, potential yield expectations, and price contracting options to help you lock in a potential positive return on your investment by using some break even projections for your next cropping season.


Still need some soil samples pulled? It is not too late to do so. I have pulled several thousand of acres this fall already, and have several acres to pull this month. Give me a call or your local branch manager to make arrangements to get your soil samples pulled to give you a better idea on what types of fertilizer to apply and how much is needed for your cropping needs.


This fall allowed for several acres of wheat to be planted around the area. Have you checked to see how well your crop is growing since you put in the ground?  Things to look for are to make sure that the wheat has started to put tillers on and to monitor root development at this time of year. Keep an eye out for weed pressure, what might look small now can become a yield robbing threat to your crop in the future.  As the wheat breaks dormancy in the spring, timing of fertilizer top dress, weed and insect control will be important to help optimize your yield potential.


Have you fertilized your brome and alfalfa acres yet? Now is a good time to do so before the ground freezes and snow cover arrives. For tall fescue and smooth brome grass pastures, phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) should be applied in the fall, along with a light application of nitrogen (N). In cool-season grass hay meadows, where producers may only want to make one application of fertilizer each year, a late-fall N, P, K application should be considered. Phosphorus will help the grass develop a good root system for the winter, and develop buds for new tillers the next spring. P and K applied in early spring won’t provide the same benefits. P and K rates should be based on soil tests and desired yield.

Are your crop fields starting to turn green? Winter annual weeds not only rob your soils of valuable soil moisture and nutrients, but they also slow you down when it comes to planting in the spring. Applying a burndown herbicide with residual activity now is still a good idea in helping to keep your field clean going into the spring. Not sure what you are planting next year, there are chemical options that can allow you to plant either corn or soybeans next spring.


If you have any questions or concerns in your fields, or you just want a second opinion; please feel free to give me a call: 313-0518.  

CROP PRODUCTION - By Ken Diehl


We have had an exceptional fall as far as weather is concerned.  As I drive around the country side I see many fields have finally seen some work done fixing ditches, working compacted field headlands, opening up water holes, applying starter fertilizer and even ammonia.  I have already had several inquires about prepaying fertilizer,  my suggestion is to get your needs taken care of as well as selling the grain to cover that input cost.  With the volatility in the grain market we will also see volatility in the fertilizer market which means the price you are quoted one day may not be the same a day or two later.  It seems to me that fertilizer will eventually be like grain, there will be a daily price which can change throughout the day.  Please look at your needs and be talking with one of the outside sales staff or your local branch manager to secure your needs.


Your local coop, in cooperation with your board of directors, has decided to update some equipment again.  We will be replacing the Loral Air Truck in Manhattan with a Case IH 4520 Titan Variable rate air truck.  This machine will have the capability of spreading two macro fertilizer products along with one micro fertilizer product at the same time either as a flat rate or variable rate.  The board has also approved the purchase of a liquid injection tool bar.  This allows the producer to place 28-0-0 in the ground.  It will be a 30 foot toolbar on 15 inch centers with the capability of dropping out ever other coulter to make it a 30 inch side dress toolbar, it will also have a twin piston pump for different rates and a 1000 gallon tank.  This toolbar will be available to all patrons at different locations, with just one toolbar we will need to be speak for this unit in advance, please call Ken in Manhattan for questions.


With fall coming to an end there is still some time to get a burn down on those acres we plan to no till.  Atrazine with some sort of a growth regulator is still the norm on those acres going to corn or grain sorghum.  For a different approach a person can look at either Autumn or Basis rather than Atrazine.  On our bean acres we are still recommending some kind of Canopy EX or Valor XLT program with a growth regulator mixed in.  All of these products will do a great job cleaning up the winter annuals as well as providing a clean seed bed to plant into next spring.


As always thank you very much for your business and continued support.
"At the close of another year, 
we pause to wish you 
a warm and happy holiday season."
~ FEED ORDERS ~





WE WILL BE CLOSED


ON FRI., DEC. 24TH,


PLEASE PLACE YOUR FEED ORDER


NO LATER 


THAN TUESDAY, DEC. 21st  BY 5:00 P.M. TO RECEIVE DELIVERY


THURSDAY, DEC., 23rd.





ALSO, WE WILL BE CLOSED FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, & SATURDAY, JAN., 1st   


PLEASE PLACE YOUR FEED ORDERS


 NO LATER


THAN TUESDAY, DEC., 28TH 


BY 5:00 P.M. 


TO INSURE DELIVERY


THURSDAY, DEC 30TH .





THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.








~ Farmers Coop Holiday Schedule ~


Alta Vista – Manhattan – Onaga - Westmoreland





Friday,         Dec. 24 – CLOSED


Saturday,    Dec. 25 – CLOSED


Friday,   	      Dec. 31 – CLOSED


Saturday,    Jan.    1 – CLOSED





AMPRIDE Schedule





Friday,    Dec. 24 – CLOSE @ 2:00 p.m.


Saturday,    Dec. 25 – CLOSED


Friday,   	     Dec. 31 – CLOSED


Saturday,    Jan.    1 – CLOSED






























































