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LUBE, OIL, AND FILTER ~ $34.95 Cars/sUV's/Light Trucks

indludes lubrication of chassis, up o 5qts Auto Gold 10w30 oil, and filter. We also check and fill if needed washer
fluid, automaitic transmission fiuid, brake fluid,and power steering fluid.

There willbe @ $5.00 charge for 4wd, checking front differential, recr differential, manual ransmissions not induding
ids used o fil

Any additional fuids or specialiters required or requested wil be at normal price.

ALL YOKOHAMA TIRES ARE ON SALE COME BY OR CALL JEFF FOR
SPECIAL PRICING!!
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    537 -3635     499-6321         776-9467       889-4226        457-3671
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www.manhattan.coop
BOARD MEMBERS

Hal Mayer – Chairperson

Eugene Berges – Vice Chair

Allan Wegner - Secretary

Tony Akin

David Cederberg

Tom Ebert

Allan Holiday

Stan Moore

Glen Swartz

GENERAL MGR

Darin Marti

AGRONOMY

Ken Diehl

CFO

Tony Hieger

ELEVATOR / FEEDMILL

Rob Ashburn

ENERGY

Jared (Jerry) Fenske
FEED
Rod Bohn
GRAIN

Doug Biswell

SEED

John Watts

LOCATION MGRS

Alta Vista – 
  Matt Marshall

Onaga – 
  Robby McGowan

Ampride –           Jared Fenske
Westmoreland – Jeff Overbey 

Our Mission:

To be your business of choice, meeting customer needs, and growing a viable, progressive company.

“In Business

 For Your Business”
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CROP PRODUCTION

BY KEN DIEHL

As we all know this year has been another challenging year.  The amount of moisture received coupled with the trouble planting then throwing cold and hot temperatures on top of that has really stressed out the crops.  The corn crop has made remarkable progress considering the planting conditions.  Much of the corn, especially early season corn, has begun to tassel and even drop pollen, so some cooler temperatures during pollination will be very beneficial.  Just remember we are still not out of the woods yet for foliar diseases in our corn, warm and humid conditions favor our old friend Grey Leaf Spot, which favor those race horse hybrids so be sure to look closely for that grey lesion with the halo around it, and do not wait to make the decision on whether to spray or not.  Most all of our corn has recovered from the big wind storm in fairly good shape but remember that plant was still damaged from being leaned over so badly.  Much of this corn looks to be goose necked down at the soil level so that can lead to root lodging later on in the fall so be aware of this issue and harvest accordingly.
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Bean spraying is well under way; though we are battling mud in the field progress continues to be good.  Make sure to check those fields regularly for weed pressure, do not wait until the beans are large enough to canopy before spraying to avoid a second application that stress will 
IN OBSERVANCE OF

INDEPENDENCE DAY

and TO ALLOW OUR EMPLOYEES TO SPEND TIME WITH THEIR FAMILIES

WE WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY, JULY 5TH .

cost you more in yield than the second application of chemical would cost.  So far the fields that we used some sort of residual product either as a pre-plant or a burndown have held really well compared to those that we just went in and planted, they definitely paid for themselves in timing and relief of stress on the plant.  Seed placement this year was very critical to the bean plant because I have seen some really thin stands were beans have an erratic seeding depth, remember uniformity in the stand is very important to a bean stand so the more gaps mean less plant to cover that open area.


Once again I would like to thank everyone for their patience and patronage this year through such challenging times.
FARM STORE

NOW IN STOCK – NET WRAP


64" X 7,000 AND 67" X 7,000

Views from the Field

By Mike Thompson

Agronomy Production Specialist / Certified Crop Advisor


It is July, and I think that all can agree that the growing season is off to another challenging start.  Most of the area has dealt with some sort of wind and/or rain damage during the month of June.  With the earlier challenges of trying to get crops in the ground correctly, poor and unequal crop emergence in many fields, topped with flooded fields and heavy plant lodging and green snap; I do not expect to see the great yields that many in the area experienced last year. I hope that I am wrong!!!


Growing degree units for the Wamego, KS area for the dates of April 1 through June 23, 2010 are 1359.5, the average for the past five years is 1284 GDU’s. For most in the area, crops are a little ahead of schedule.
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Corn:  Several corn fields in the area are starting to tassel and produce an ear.  There are many fields that I have been in that have a great deal of lodging and green snap.  Green snap is caused by the rapid cell elongation in the corn plant during a rapid growth period. This causes the corn plant to be “weak” for a period of time. There are some hybrids that are more susceptible to green snap than others, and no hybrid is exempt from green snapping. If you have not been out in your corn field recently to see how much storm damage you have, I suggest you do so soon.  Get out and look things over to try and determine how much damage/loss potential each field has, and contact your crop insurance representative to notify of a potential claim filing later in the year.
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Excessive rainfall and flooding has also taken its toll on many crops in the area. Many fields in the area have large areas where corn plants have started to die from the roots lack of ability to take in oxygen to keep functioning. Expect to find several yield robbing diseases in your corn fields this year as well. Diseases such as crown rot/stalk rots, crazy top, and anthracnose leaf blight will be commonly found over the next few weeks. Other diseases are showing up in corn fields, grey leaf spot and common rust are showing up on lower and middle leaves of the corn plant.  Treating with a fungicide not only helps with disease protection, but also helps the plant to minimize stress and slow the natural cessation of the plant as it reaches maturity.  Applications of foliar fungicides are ideally applied from full tassel to brown silk. If you have field that has survived most of this hash weather, and ultimately has a good yield potential; you may want to consider an application of a fungicide.


I have been trying to coordinate thoughts and plans with a local aerial applicator on fungicide application. If you would like to spray a field or two, or just want a field looked at to determine if there is a possible economic benefit of a herbicide application, give me a call to schedule a visit to determine if a fungicide application is feasible for you operation. Remember, the earlier the application of a fungicide on corn the better benefit you will have.


Also, with all of the extra rainfall and flooding, expect your corn plant to be short on Nitrogen. Most corn in the area is too tall to justify an additional application of Nitrogen fertilizer. Nitrogen loss through volatilization can be as much as 5% per day of heavily saturated soils. While the corn plant may be able to finish out with a low nitrogen availability, the plant will do so by robbing from itself. This will create a weaker stalk condition that can ultimately end with lodged plants come harvest time – a timely harvest will be crucial to grab all of the bushels you can. Start evaluating your fields now to try and develop a plan on which fields may need to be harvested first rather than later.

Soybeans: Bean fields are in similar conditions as the corn fields when it comes to flooding. Expect to see more root and stalk diseases in your bean fields show up as the bean plants start to set and fill pods. Brown stem rot and sudden death syndrome will be more noticeable in areas where water has pooled for a few days; this will be amplified with any type of stress the plant may encounter as the plant tries to set grain. The second generation of bean leaf beetle and stink bug pressure should start to develop over the next few weeks, if you have to go back into a field for a late season weed control, consider adding an insecticide to help control pod feeding and the transfer of disease. With beans in the $8-$9 range per bushel, spending half a bushel on an insecticide may be your best return on investment you spent all year.

Alfalfa: The US Supreme Court has recently overturned a earlier court ruling that banned the planting of RR alfalfa. Seed companies are now awaiting the approval from the USDA to allow RR alfalfa back on the market place. Having RR alfalfa ready by this fall is going to be slim, we may see the return of RR alfalfa by spring 2011. 


As many producers in the area are trying to get second cutting done, keep a watch on early regrowth for insect feeding damage. The higher temps are ideal for potato leaf hoppers to infest a stand quickly, if you see yellowing of your plants from the road as you drive by – it may be too late to stop the damage. Also watch weed pressures between cuttings. Weeds not only rob valuable moisture, but can lessen the quality of hay that you put up. 


If you have any questions regarding any of your cropping needs, or you just want a second opinion; please feel free to give me a call: 785-313-0518. I would be happy to meet with you to discuss your crop production issues and develop a plan to solve them.
Personal Emergency
Action Plans
By Jeff Eubanks,

Safety Director

Every Farmers Cooperative Location has an EAP.  (Emergency Action Plan)  This plan helps us in the event the facility has a major crisis.  Employees are to go to the predetermined Head Count Area, to be accounted for.  This plan also has Emergency Phone Numbers, Maps, Fire Prevention Plans and Personal contact information so we can contact family members in case something should happen.    


I would encourage all Farmers Cooperative employees and patrons to make a personal plan for you and your family.  Include where you would meet if a crisis should happen to the area you live or your home.  Have a Head Count Area; make up Emergency contact phone numbers, list hospitals, friends, close family, even your veterinarian for pets.  Have a secondary head count location away from your house in case you cannot get home or if cell phone service is out.  Have a back pack or bag packed with blankets, flashlights, extra batteries, First aid kit, water, etc…   It is better to think about it now and have a plan in place so all family members know where to go and what to do. 

Grain Comments
by Doug Biswell


The month of June proved to be a very tough month for corn and wheat.  Bearish fundamentals have certainly weighed heavily on prices for both of these commodities. The June planted acre and stocks number for corn has provide some support for corn but we have tracked lower as the growing season has progressed.  Beans have held up very well with continued good export demand and decent domestic soybean crush demand.  If we see little threatening weather through the rest of the summer we need to be selling rallies.  By the time you receive this newsletter our wheat harvest will be wrapped up.  There has been a good deal of discussion in the media in regard to the very poor wheat basis this year.  I have stated in past newsletters that basis is a better factor to determine demand for a commodity than futures price and what is going on with Hard Wheat basis really shows this to be true.  The world is overrun with wheat from last year and this year crop is proving to be better than the market expected.  Our U.S. wheat cost world wheat buyers substantially more than wheat originated from other shippers.   If futures prices are too high and exporters cannot sell wheat - basis is going to be weak – and this year it is not only weak it is terrible.  I certainly don’t see that changing any time soon.  Wheat futures are going to have to go a good deal lower in order for basis to get much better and unfortunately for the wheat grower all that means is the cash price received locally is going to be low.  In short the world’s wheat supply has far exceeded the worlds demand.  As always if you have any questions feel free to give me a call.
"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal." 

WATTS BOX – By John Watts

ROUNDUP READY ALFALFA UPDATE

There has been an important step obtained in the process for re-approval of Roundup Ready Alfalfa.  The U.S. Supreme Court has overturned a lower court’s order that has prohibited farmers from planting Roundup Ready® alfalfa for the past three years. The 7-1 opinion, written by Justice Samuel Alito, stated that the district court abused its discretion when it prohibited the planting of Roundup Ready® alfalfa in 2007. The opinion concluded that the lower court’s injunction on Roundup Ready® alfalfa “cannot stand.”   Please refer to the following release.  If all goes well, we could have Roundup Ready Alfalfa for spring 2011 planting.  We will keep you up to date on all the proceedings in this important matter.

Feel free to contact me on this or any situation you may encounter!  John Watts 785-313-1644

Supreme Court Delivers Positive Decision on Roundup Ready® Alfalfa

Today, the Supreme Court lifted a nationwide ban on the planting of genetically engineered alfalfa seeds. In a 7-1 vote, the court reversed a federal appeals court ruling that prohibited the selling of Roundup Ready® alfalfa seeds, which are resistant to the popular weed killer Roundup®. Justice Stephen Breyer did not participate in the case.
The Supreme Court ruling is good news for alfalfa growers and for American farmers because it confirms the importance of the use of safe, beneficial technologies such as Roundup Ready® alfalfa to generate the food production that will be needed to feed a growing global population.

We are pleased with the Supreme Court's decision and look forward to the USDA giving its approval, which is necessary to clear the way for bringing Roundup Ready® alfalfa back to the U.S. market in the near future. We believe the Court's ruling is a strong indication that decisions about agriculture technology should be based on solid data and sound science.

"We are especially encouraged by the Supreme Court decision," said Mark McCaslin, President of Forage Genetics International, "and we look forward to the USDA's decision, which could once again enable growers to utilize this important technology and reap the benefits it provides." 
The United States is truly a diverse nation made up of dynamic people.  Each year on July 4, Americans celebrate that freedom and independence with barbecues, picnics, and family gatherings.  To all, have a Safe and Joyous Fourth of July.  Happy Birthday, America.

       “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands.  One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
Garden Pasta Salad
1 (16 oz) pkg. uncooked tricolor spiral pasta

½ cup thinly sliced carrots

2 stalks celery, chopped

½ cup chopped green bell pepper

½ cup cucumber, peeled & thinly sliced

2 large tomatoes, diced

¼ cup chopped onion

2 (16 oz) bottles Italian style salad dressing

½ cup grated Parmesan cheese


Cook pasta in large pot of boiling water until tender.  Rinse under cold water, and drain.  Mix chopped carrots, celery, cucumber, green pepper, tomatoes, and onion together in large bowl.  Combine cooled pasta and vegetables together in large bowl.  Pour Italian dressing over mixture, add Parmesan cheese and mix well.  Chill for one hour before serving.
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~ FREE ~





USED white plastic


grain storage bags.


These bags are 9 mil., approx. 15’ x 100’. Available at Onaga, Manhattan, and greater amount in Alta Vista.





  PLEASE HELP YOURSELF











