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3384 Excel Rd.,
 Manhattan, KS 66502
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785.776.9467

www.manhattan.coop
GENERAL MGR:  Darin Marti

AGRONOMY:  Ken Diehl

CFO:  Tony Hieger

ELEVATOR/FEEDMILL:

                           Rob Ashburn

ENERGY:  Jared (Jerry) Fenske
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FEED:  Rod Bohn

GRAIN:  Doug Biswell

SEED:  John Watts
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BOARD MEMBERS

Hal Mayer – Chairperson

Eugene Berges – Vice Chair

Allan Wegner - Secretary
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Tony Akin

David Cederberg

Tom Ebert

Allan Holiday

Stan Moore
Glen Swartz


OUR MISSION:  To be your business of choice, meeting customer needs, and growing a viable, progressive company.

CROP PRODUCTION

BY KEN DIEHL

As we draw near the end of the year I want to extend my deepest appreciation to all our patrons, without your efforts we cannot do what we do to help.  Markets sure have been volatile this season from grain to fertilizer.  The outlook on fertilizer is for continued strength in the market barring any unforeseen disaster in the grain market.  Liquid phosphate seems to be the big hurdle in the market place because of late shipments of acid cars for re-acting the liquid phosphate.  Dry phosphorous will be your best bet coming into the New Year.  UAN is also one of those items that continues to show uncertainty in the market place because of supply, especially since Coffeyville Resources manufacturing problem earlier this fall.  Dry nitrogen source is also the better bet when it comes to picking a nitrogen source especially since it is still better priced than UAN.  So please take these items into consideration when making decisions on fertilizer needs for the upcoming year. 


Soon it will be time to begin fertilizer your brome acres and top dressing those wheat acres.  For those of you needing to top dress wheat be sure to inform the staff if you have rotational plans for those acres because we want to make sure we leave your options open if need be.  Finesse is an excellent option on wheat to control henbit and mustards, you cannot rotate back to alfalfa the following year and if you plan to use double crop beans please have an STS soybean in mind.  For those of you who want to rotate to alfalfa or are unsure of your future cropping plans Huskie and 2-4D LV6 are a great option because they can help control your henbit and mustards while leaving you cropping options.  After the first of the year would be a good time to have your brome acres fertilized.  The recommendation is 30 units of nitrogen for each of ton of brome to produce we want to be sure to have the nitrogen on early enough so that when brome hits green up the fertilizer is at the root level for the plant to use immediately.


  I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy New Year. Remember to plan ahead because I believe it will always serve you better in the end.
.

~ FREE ~
      Used Grain Bags

       Approx. 15’ x 100’ 

   Available Manhattan 

      & Alta Vista                  Call
                       785.776.9467
Grain Comments

by Doug Biswell

Well we have put another calendar year in the books, and last year provided plenty of opportunities in the grain markets.  There was no lack of extreme weather worldwide which for the most part was positive for grain prices.  The latest chapter in the world weather saga is heat and dryness in the growing areas of Argentina.  These issues have been very supportive for beans and corn.  There is a good deal of corn grown in parts of Argentina and most is trying to pollinate in hot and dry conditions, we all know what that can do to production potential.  Of course South America is most thought of for their bean production and again we all know what hot and dry conditions do to beans when they are flowering.  An interesting historic futures fact – we saw the highest futures prices for nearby corn and soybeans the last week of December – what that means is yet to be seen but certainly futures traders have recognized the extremely tight carryout numbers for corn and beans and high prices are needed to ration demand.  I got reread the last sentence and this thought just ran through my head is $6+ corn and $13.50+ beans “high enough” prices.  Hold on to your hats it is going to be a fun spring.
~ JANUARY 29TH ~
   

   Happy
    150th 

  Birthday

   Kansas

Happy New Year from the Seed Division!


As you kick off the New Year, first I want to give a THANK YOU to all our patron for the opportunity to do business with all of you.  Secondly, for those who are still have not firmed up your planting decisions or are unsure of rotations, etc., please contact one of the agronomy sales staff for any assistance needed.  We have a good supply of corn and soybean seed available, but some products are getting hard to secure supply of. To ensure the best products for your operation, and positioning through R7 Placement Strategy, let us assist you in securing the Right Genetics for you as soon as possible.  We still are offering 8% cash discount thru January 15th, 2011, in addition to applicable volume discounts, which allows you to reap the added value of locking in your seed purchases with additional value-added discounts.  Financing is also available thru our CFA input programs, as well as vended programs thru Farm Plan, etc.  For additional info on financing or seed needs, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thanks again!

John Watts 785-313-1644

we wish you the best year you’ve ever had, and that each New Year will be better than the last.  May you realize your fondest dreams and take time to recognize and enjoy each and every blessing. 
Happy New Year, And many more!

Views from the Field

by Mike Thompson – APS / CCA

Happy New Year to all! I hope that this newsletter article finds you all doing well. As we welcome the arrival of 2011, I wonder what challenges we will face in the area this growing season. What will the weather pattern be like, what kind of disease and insect pressures will we be facing in our crops this year, will commodity prices hold to offset the higher cost of inputs?  I think these are all good questions that everyone should be considering as you finalize your cropping plans for this coming year.   


As many of you have already done a great deal of field work, fertilizer application, and seed selection for the upcoming growing season; I ask you what are the things you are going to do different this year in your crop production?  Are you going to go conservative due to the increase cost of inputs, or are you going to try and raise your production bar to capitalize on the higher grain prices available?  Have you determined your potential breakeven price point so that you can lock in a potential profit from raising your crop no matter what avenue you take?


It looks to me that seed prices and chemical prices will be relatively flat.  Fertilizer is a big increase in your crop budget. Comparing current fertilizer pricing with pricing from the same time last year, there is a 50 to 75% increase in pricing on N and P products. The only shinning gem that I see is that the Potash (K) price is down 10% over last year. With increases like this, adding “a little extra” can add up to be a large expense. Have you done your soil sampling and fertility management?


Are you going to try and grab that extra 5 or 10 bushels off of your acres this year? How do you plan to do that? Choosing the right hybrid for your management and soil types, the right herbicide program, fertility and micro nutrients, plant populations, fungicides? 


I hope that this article has you thinking about answers. Here at the coop I believe that we can be a valuable part of your operation in helping you reach you goals for 2011. We carry a great line up of seed genetics in the Croplan, Asgrow/Dekalb, NK, and Mycogen line up. We have a great access to brand name and quality generic crop protection products through the Agrisolutions brand. We have good equipment to get these products applied to your acres, and we try our very best to do this in a timely manner. We also have a very knowledgeable staff that can answer your questions and find solutions to your specific needs.


I am looking forward to working with you during the 2011 growing season and facing the challenges that we may face over the next 12 months.  If you have any questions or concerns in your fields, or you just want a second opinion; please feel free to give me a call: 313-0518. I would be happy to meet with you to discuss your crop production issues and develop a plan to solve them.  
~WESTMORELAND STATION~
Coupon valid for 3 months from time of purchase of tires

Add’l charges and fees may apply.  Free oil change coupon

valued at $40.02. Includes up to 5 qts. Auto Gold

Synthetic blend oil, standard filter, and lubrication of chassis.



AMPRIDE – 785.537.3635


215 E. Poyntz, Manhattan, KS


Manager – Jared (Jerry) Fenske





ALTA VISTA – 785.499.6321


417 Washington, Alta Vista, KS


Manager – Matt Marshall





ONAGA – 785.889.4226


401 Oak, Onaga, KS


Manager – Rob McGowan





WESTMORELAND – 785.457.3671


203 S. Hwy 99, Westmoreland, KS


Manager – Jeff Overbey
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